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U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton Visits BNL
Liz Seubert

On the experimental floor of BNL’s National Synchrotron Light
Source’s (NSLS) ultraviolet ring, Senator Rodham Clinton
meets: (from left) NSLS staff Raymond Raynis, Qing-Li Dong,
and Collos Lamb.

NSLS scientist Lisa Miller (left) talks to Senator Rodham
Clinton and BNL Director John Marburger about applications
of x-ray and infrared light in studying  such diseases as os-
teoarthritis and osteoporosis.

On Monday, August 20, U.S. Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton (New York State) visited the Lab to
learn more about BNL science. Accompanied by her
press secretary Peter Kauffmann, Chief Personal Aide
Huma Abedin, and Long Island Office staffer Julie Dade
Howard, Senator Rodham Clinton received a brief over-
view of the Lab and its history from BNL Director John

Marburger, visited the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider
and the STAR detector, learned about experiments at
the National Synchrotron Light Source, was briefed on
medical imaging, and met with associate laboratory
directors and department chairs.

[Editor’s note: Reprinted with permission from the
BNL Bulletin - August 31, 2001.]

366th Brookhaven Lecture
Investigating Bacterial Neurotoxins
Liz Seubert

A single drop of a deadly toxin produced by
Clostridium botulinum bacteria can kill the person who
ingests it. By paralyzing the body, including the muscles
needed for breathing, the toxin causes death by as-
phyxiation. Yet, administered correctly in miniscule
doses, botulinum can temporarily stop involuntary
movement disorders such as face twitching.

To describe the pioneering research at the National
Synchrotron Light Source on the structure and func-
tion of these neurotoxins, Subramanyam Swaminathan
of the Biology Department will give the 366th
Brookhaven Lecture on Wednesday, September 19. His
talk on “Investigating Bacterial Neurotoxins” will begin
at  4 p.m. in Berkner Hall.

In the lecture, Swaminathan will discuss his and
colleagues’ research that has resulted in their
decyphering the structure of one of the botulinum tox
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Subramanyam Swaminathan of the Biology Department in-
vestigates the structure and function of neurotoxins.


